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And Feſtus fd with a loud Voice, Paul 
| Thou art beſide thyſelf. 


I W AN ND ſo 45 all the World, the 
Was A 7 Men who know not Gop, of all 
& that are of Paul's Religion; of 

; ane who is ſo a Follower of him, as 
he was of CHRIST. It is true, there is a 
Sort of Religion, nay and it is called Chri- 
ſtianity too, which may be practiſed without 
any ſuch Imputation, which is generally al- 
B lowed 


— — 


—— — — 


1 = 
lowei to be conſiſtent with common Senfe. 
That is, a Religion of Form, a Round of 5 
outward Duties, performed in a decent re- 


gular Manner. Vou may add Orthodoxy 
thereto, a Syſtem of right Opinions; yea, 


and ſome Quantity | of Heathen Morality 


And yet not many will pronounce, That 
much Religion hath made you mad, But if 


you aim at the Religion of the Heart, if 
you talk of Righteouſneſs and Peace and Joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt, then it will not be long 
before your Sentence is paſt, thou art —__ ” 


725 Wee 


I. And it is no Compliment which the i 
Men of the World pay you herein. They, 
for once, mean what they ſay. They not 
only affirm, but cordially believe, That every 
Man is beſide himſelf, who ſays, The Love 
of Gob is ſhed abroad in his Heart, by the 
| Holy Ghoſt given unto him, and that Goo 
has enabled him to rejoice in CHRIST, with 
Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. If a Man 
is indeed alive to Gop, and dead to all 
Things here below ; if he continually ſees 
5 him 
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him that is inviſible, and accordingly walks 
by Faith and not by Sight: then they ac- 
count it a clear Caſe; beyond all Diſpute, 
much Religion bath made him mad. 


5 III. It 1s wh to bree That the de- 


terminate Thing which the World accounts 
Madneſs, is that utter Contempt of all tem- 
poral Things, and ſteady Purſuit of Things 
eternal; that divine Conviction of Things 


not ſeen; that rejoicing in the Favour of 
Gop; that happy, holy Love of Gop; and 


that Teſtimony of his Spirit, with our Spi- 


rit that we are the Children of Gop. That 


is, in Truth, the whole Spirit and Life 
and Power of the Religion of JESu 8 
CHRIST, 


IV. Ther will however allae. is aches 


| Reſpects, the Man acts and talks like one 
in his Senſes. In other Things, he is a rea- 


ſonable Man: it is in theſe Inſtances only 
his Head is touched. It is therefore ac- 


knowledged, that the Madneſs under which 
: he labours, is of a particular Kind, And 


B 2 | aces 


© 
accordingly they are accuſtomed to diſ- 
tinguiſh it by a ; particular Name, Exrnu- 


| STASM. 


V. A Term this, which is exceeding fre- 
quently uſed, which is ſcarce ever out of 
ſome Men's Mouths. And yet it is exceed- 
ing rarely underſtood, even by thoſe who 
uſe it moſt. It may be therefore not unac- 
ceptable to ſerious Men, to all who defire 
to underſtand what they ſpeak or hear, if [ 
endeavour to explain the Meaning of this 
Term, to ſhew what Enthuſiaſm is. It 
may be an Encouragement to thoſe wo 
are unjuſtly charged therewith : and may 
| poſſitly be of Ut, to fome who are 
juſtly charged with it, at leaſt to others, 


who might be ſo, were they not cautioned 
againſt be. 


VI. As to the Word itſelf, it is gene- 
rally allowed to be of Greek Extraction. 
But whence the Greek Word «e320:z9j455, is 
derived, none has yet been able to ſhew. 


Some 


A 
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Some have endeavoured to derive it from 


ty Oro, in GOD, becauſe all Enthuſiaſm has 
Reference to him. But this is quite forced; 
there being ſmall Reſemblance between the 


Word derived, and thoſe they ſtrive to 


derive it from. Others would derive it 


from «& Tu, in Sacrifice, becauſe many of 
the Enthuſiaſts of old, were affected in the 
| moſt violent Manner, during the Time of 


Sacrifice, Perhaps it is a ficlitious Word, 
invented from the Noiſe, which ſome of 


thoſe made who were ſo affected. 


VII. It is not improbable, that one Rea- 
ſon why this uncouth Word has been re- 


tained in ſo many Languages, was becauſe 


Men were no better agreed, concerning the 


the Meaning than concerning the Deriva- 


tion of it. They therefore adopted the 


| Greek Word, becauſe they did not under- 
ſtand it: they did not tranſlate it into their 


own Tongues, becauſe they knew not how 


to tranſlate it: it having been always a 


Word 


[ * 
Word of: a looſe, uncertain Senſe, to which 
no determinate Meaning was affix'd, 


OY vin . It is not therefore at all ſurprizng, 
that it is ſo variouſly taken at this Day: 

different Perſons underſtanding it in differ- 
ent Senſes, quite inconſiſtent with each o- 
ther. Some take it in a good Senſe, for 
a divine Impulſe or Impreſſion, ſuperior to 
all the natural Faculties, and ſuſpending 
for the Time, either in whole or in part, 
both the Reaſon and the outward Senſes. In 
this Meaning of the Word, both the Pro- 
phets of old, and the Apoſtles were pro- 
per Enibuſi lafts : being at divers Times ſo 
filled with the Spirit, and ſo influenced 
by Him who dwelt in their Hearts, that 
the Exerciſe of their own Reaſon, their 

| Senſes, and all their natural Faculties be- 

ing ſuſpended, they were wholly actuated 


. by the Power of Gop, and ſpeak only as 


they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 


IX, Others 
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IX. Others take the Word in an indif- 
ferent Senſe, ſuch as is neither morally 


Good nor Evil. Thus they ſpeak of the 


Enthuſi ain of the Poets; of Homer and 


Virgil in particular. And this a late eminent 


Writer extends ſo far as to aſſert, there i is no 
Man excellent in his Profeſſion, whatſoever 


it be, who has not in his Temper a ſtrong 
Tincture of Entbuſi aſm. By Enthuſiaſm 
_ theſe appear to underſtand, an uncommon _ 
Vigour of Thought, a peculiar Fervour of 
Spirit, a Vivacity and Strength not to be 


found in common Men: elevating the Soul 


to greater and higher Things, than coo] Rea- 


_ could have attained, 
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X. But neither of theſe is the Senſe 
wherein the Word Enthuſiaſm is moſt uſu- 
ally underſtood. The Generality of Men, 


if no farther agreed, at leaſt agree thus far 
concerning it, That it is ſomething Evil: 
and this is plainly the Sentiment of all thoſe, 


who call the aten of the Heart, Enthu- 
ers 
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fiaſm. Accordingly I ſhall take it in the fol- 
Pages, as an Evil: a Misfortune, if not a 
: Fault. : 


XI. As to the Nature of Bnthuſe fo, it 
is undoubtedly a Diſorder of the Mind; 
and ſuch a Diſorder, as greatly hinders the 
Exerciſe of Reaſon. Nay ſometimes, it 

_ wholly ſets it afide : it not only dims, but 
ſhuts the Eyes of the Underſtanding. Tt 
may therefore well be accounted a Spieces 
of Madneſs; of Madneſs rather than of 
Folly : ſeeing a Fool is properly one who 
ann wrong Concluſions from right Pre- 
v1 miſes: whereas a Madman draws right 
Concluſions, but from wrong ' Premiſes, 
And ſo does an Enthuſiaſt. Suppoſe his | 
Premiſes true, and his Concluſions would 
neceſſarily follow. But here lies his Miſtake, 
| his Premiſes are falſe, He imagines himſelf 
| to be what he is not: and therefore ſetting 
out wrong, the farther he goes, the more he 
| wanders out of the Way. 


Every 
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XII. Every Enthuſiaſt then is properly a 
Madman. Yet his is not an ordinary, but 


a religious Madneſs, By religious, I do not 


mean, that it is any Part of Religion. Quite 


the reverſe: Religion is, the Spirit of a 
ſound Mind; 5 and conſequently ſtands in di- 


rect Oppoſition to Madneſs of every Kind. 


but I mean, it has Religion for its Object; 


it is converſant about Religion. And ſo the 


Enthuſi aft is generally talking of Religion, 


of God, or of the Things of Gop: But. talk- 


ing in ſuch a Manner that every reaſonable 
Chriſtian may diſcern the Diſorder of his 


Mind,, . Enthuſiaſm. in general may then be 


deſcribed i in ſome ſuch Manner as this: a 
religious Madneſs ariſing from ſome gl 
| imagined. Influence or Inſpiration of God : 
at leaſt, from imputing ſomething to G 
which ought not to be imputed to him, 


or expecting ſomething from Gop which 


ought not to be 8870 from him. 


XIII. There are "#iadkierable Sorts of 


$ Enthufiaſin. Thoſe which are moſt com- 
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mon, and for = Reaſon moſt dangerous, 


I ſhall endeavour to reduce under a few ge- 
neral Heads, that they _ be more __ 


a and avoided, 


hs K Firſt ie Enthufaſm which 1 


| ſhall mention, is that of thoſe who imagine 
they have the Grace which they have not. 
Thus ſome imagine, when it is not ſo, that 
they have Redemption through CuRIST, 


even the Forgiveneſs of Sin. © Theſe are 


_ uſually ſuch as have no Roof in themſelves ; 
no deep Repentance or thorough Conviction. 


Therefore they receive the Word with Joy. 


And becauſe they have no Deepneſi of Earth, 
no deep Conviction their Heart, therefore 


the Seed immediately ſprings up. There is im- 


mediately a ſuperficial Change, which to- 


gether with that light Joy, ſtriking in with 
: the Pride of their unbroken Heart, and with 


their inordinate Sell. love, eaſily petſuades 
them, they have already taſted the good 


Word of GOD, and tbe Powers of the 
Warld to come, 
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XIV. This is properly an Inſtance of the 
firſt ſort of Enthuſiaſm: it is a kind of Mad- 


nels, ariſing from the Imagination, that 
they have that Grace which in Truth they 
have not; ſo that they only deceive their 
' own Souls, Madneſs it may juſtly be term- 


| ed: for the Reaſonings of theſe poor Men 


| are right, were their Premiſes good : but as 
| thoſe are a mere Creature of their own Im- 
gination, ſo all that is built on them falls 


to the Ground. The F oundation of all their 
Reveries is this: they imagine themſelves 
to have Faith in CHRIST. If they had 


this, they would be Kings and Priefts to 


GOD, poſſeſt of a Kingdom which cannot 


be moved. But they have it not. Conſe- 
quently, all their following Behaviour, is as 
| wide of Truth and Soberneſs, as that of the 
ordinary Madman, who fancying himſelf an 


| 


ir 
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Þ earthly King, * 4 acts in that Cha- 


racte . 


C2 There 
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XV. There are many other Enthuftaſts 
of this Sort. Such, for Inſtance, is the fiery 
| Zealot for Religion; or (more probably) for 
the Opinions and Modes of Worſhip, which 

he dignifies with that Name. This Man 

alſo ſtrongly imagines himſelf, to be a Be- 
liever in Jesvs, yea, that he is a Cham- 
paion for the Faith, which was once delivered 
to the Saints. Accordingly all his Conduct 
is formed, upon that vain Imagination. 
-And allowing his Suppoſition to be juſt, he 
would have ſome tolerable Plea for his Be- 
haviour : whereas now it is evidently the 
Effect of a diſtempered Brain, as well as of 
5 diſtempered Heart. 


XVI. But the moſt common of all he 
ns Sako Chriſtians, and are not. 
Theſe abound not only in all Parts of our 
Land, but in moſt Parts of the habitable 
Earth, That they are not Chriſtians is clear 
and undeniable, if we believe the Oracles 
of Gop. For Chriſtians are holy ; ; theſe 


are 
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are unholy : Chriſtians love Gop ; theſe 


love the World. Chriſtians are humble ; 
| theſe are proud: Chriſtians are gentle; 


theſe are paſſionate. Chriſtians have the 


Mind which was in CHRIST; theſe are at 
the utmoſt Diſtance from it. Conſequently _ 
they are no more Chriſtians, than they are 

Archangels. Yet they imagine themſelves 


ſo to be; and they can give ſeveral Reaſons 


for it. For they have been called ſo ever 

ſince they can remember: they were chri/t- 
ened many Years ago: they embrace the 
Cbriſtian Opinions vulgarly ' termed, the 

Chriſtian or Catholick Faith. They uſe the 


Chriſtian Modes of Worſhip, as their Fathers 


did before them, They live what is called a 
| good, Chriſtian Life, as the reſt of their 
Neighbours do. And who ſhall preſume to 

think or ſay, that theſe Men are not Chriſ- 
tians? Though without one Grain of true | 

Faith in CHRIST, or of real, inward Ho- 
lineſs! without ever having taſted the Love 
of Gop, or been made Partakers of the 


Hoh Ghoſt 1 1 
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XVII. Ah poor Self. deceivers ! Chriſtians 


ye are not. But ye are Eubuſiaſts in an 
high Degree. Phyſicians heal yourſelves. 
But firſt, know your Diſeaſe : your whole 
Life is Enthuſiaſm : as being all ſuitable to 
the Imigination, that you have received 
chat Grace of Gop which you have not. 
Ia Conſequence of this grand Miſtake, you 
blunder on, Day by Day, ſpeaking and 
acting under a Character which does in no 
viſe belong to you. Hence ariſes that pal- 


pable, glaring Inconſiſtency, that runs thro? 


your whole Behaviour: which is an aukward 
Mixture of real Heatheniſm and imaginary 


Chriſtianity, Vet ſtill, as you have fo vaſt 
a Majority on your Side, you will always 
carry it by mere Dint of Numbers, © That 
your are the only Men in your Senſes, and 
all are Lunaticks who are not as you are.” 
But this alters not the Nature of Things, 


In the Sight of Gop and his holy Angels, 
yea, and all the Children of Gop upon 
Earth, you are mere Madmen, mere En- 


thufaſts 


1 19 F 
tbuſiaſts all. Are you not? Are you not 
walking in @ vain Shadow, a Shadow of Re- 
ligion, a Shadow of Happineſs ? Are you 


not ſtill d;/quieting yourſelves in vain ? With 


Misfortunes as imaginary as your Happi- 
neſs or Religion? Do you not fancy your» 
ſelves great or good? Very knowing, and 
very wiſe ! How long? Perhaps till Death 


brings you back to your Senſes ; to bewail 


your Folly for ever and ever! 


XVIII. A 8 ſort. af -Barkifaſm, i is 
that of thoſe who imagine they have ſuch 


Gifts from Gop as they have not. Thus 


ſome have imagined themſclves to be endued 5 
with a Power of working Miracles, of heal- 
ing the Sick by.a Word or a Touch, of re- 


ſtoring Sight to the Blind; Vea, even of 


raiſing the Dead, a notorious Inſtance. of 
| which is ſtill freſh in our own Hiſtory. O- 
| thers have undertaken to propheſy, to fore- 
tell Things to come, and that with the ut- 
* moſt Certainty and Exactneſs. But a little 
Time uſually. convinces. theſe Ent haſigſts. 


n plain F * run counter to their Pre- 


dictions 
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20 
ditions; Experience performs what Reaſon 
could not, and ſinks them down into their 
Senſes, 3 


XIX. To ta ſame Claſs belong thoſe, 
who in Preaching or Prayer, imagine them 
ſelves to be ſo influenced by the Spirit of 


Govy as in Fact they are not. I am ſenſible 
indeed, that without him we can do nothing; 


more eſpecially in our publick Miniſtry: 
That all our Preaching is utterly vain, unleſs 


it be attended with his Power, and all our 
Prayer, unleſs his Spirit therein help our In- 
firmities. I know, if we do not both preach 
and pray by the Spirit, it is all but loſt 


Labour: ſeeing the Help that is done upon 
Earth, he doth it himſelf, who worketh all 


in all. But this doth not effect the Caſe 
before us. Though there is a real Influence 


of the Spirit of Gop, there is alſo an ima- 


ginary one; and many there are who miſ- 


take the one for the other. Many ſuppoſe 


themſelves to be under that Influence, when 


they are not, when it is far from them. 


And many others ſuppoſe, they are more 


under 
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| utider that Influence than they really are. 


Of this Number, I fear, are all they who 


imagine, that Gon dictates the very Words 
| they ſpeak 1 and that conſequently, it is 
| impoſſible they ſhould ſpeak any Thing 


:amiſs, either as to the Matter or Manner 


of it. It is well known, how many Enthu- 
Jaſts of this ſort alſo, have appeared during 


[ the preſent Century : ſome of whom ſpeak 


in a far more authoritative Manner, than 


either St, Paul or any of the Apoſtles. 


1 | XX. The ſame ſort of Enthufiaſm, tho 


in a lower Degree, is frequently found in 
4 | 


Men of a private Character. They may like- 
wiſe imagine themſelves to be influenced or 


directed by the Spirit, when they are not. 


allow, if any Man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his : and that if ever 
we either think ſpeak or act aright, it is 


through the Aſſiſtance of that bleſſed Spi- 


Tit. But how many impute Things to him, 
or expect Things from him, without any 
F ational or {criptural Ground ? Such are 
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they who imagine, they either do or hall, 


receive particular Directions from Gov, 


not only in Points of Importance, but in 
Things of no Moment, in the moſt trifling 
| Circumſtances of Life, Whereas in theſe 
Caſes Gop has given us our own Reaſon for 


a Guide: tho' never excluding — os ade 
Af} Nance of his Spirit. 


XXI. To this Kind of Enthufiaſm they 
are peculiarly expoſed, who expect to be 
directed of Gop, either in ſpiritual Things 


or in common Life, in what is juſtly cal. 
led, an extraordinary Manner. I mean, by 
Viſions or Dreams, by ſtrong Impreſſions 01 
fadden Impulſes on the Mind. I do no 


deny, that Gop has of old Times mani 


feſted his Will in this Manner. Or, that he 


can do ſo now. Nay, I believe, he does 


in ſome very rare Inſtances, But how fre. 


quently do Men miſtake herein? How arc 
they miſled by Pride and a warm Imagina 
tion, to aſcribe ſuch Impulſes or Impreflt. 
ons, Dreams or Viſions to Gop, as ar 
| | | Utterh 
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ll, utterly unworthy. of him? Now this is 
D, all pure Euthufiaſm, all as wide of "i 
in ligion, as it is of Truth and Sober- 
ng | neſs. * | | 


for f XXII. Perhaps ſome may aſk, © Ought 
yy N we not then to enquire, what is tbe Will 
e, Gad in all Things? And ought not his 
Will to be the Rule of our Practice? Un- 
gqueſtionably it ought. But how is a ſober 
Chriſtian to make this Enquiry? To know, 
| what is the Will of God? Not by waiting 
for ſupernatural Dreams. Not by expe&- 
ing God to reveal it in Viſions. Not by 
looking for any particular Impreſſions, or 
ef ſudden Impulſes on his Mind. No: But , 
j. Hy conſulting the Oracles of God. To the 
Law and to the Teſtimany. This is the ge- 
neral Method of knowing what is the Holy 
and acteptable Will of. (Goa. 


. XXIII. 35 But how ſhall I know what 
is the Will of Gad, in ſuch and ſuch a 
particular Caſo? The Thing propoſad is in 
F itſelf 
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itſelf of an indifferent Nature, and 8 leſt 


undetermined in Scripture. I anſwer, the 


Scripture itſelf gives you a general Rule, 


applicable to all particular Caſes, The Will 
of God is our San#tification. It is his Will 


| that we ſhould be inwardly and ' outwardly 


holy; that we ſhould be good and do good 


| in every Kind, and in the higheſt Degree 


whereof we are capable. Thus far we tread 
upon firm Ground. This is as clear as the 


ſhining of the Sun. In order therefore to 


know, what is the Vill of God in a parti- 


_ cular Caſe, we have, my to "PF = a 


neral Rule, 


5 xxlv. Seppel for Inſtance, it were pro- 
poſed to a reaſonable Man, to marry, or to 


enter into a new Buſineſs: in order to-know, 


whether this is The Will of God, being aſ- 
ſured, © It is the Will of God concerning 
me, that I ſhould be as holy and do as 

much Good as I can,” he has only to in- 
quire, In which of theſe States can I be 


moſt holy, and do the moſt Good? And 


167 


fe this i is to be determined, partly by Reaſon, : 
je and partly by Experience. Experience tells 

2, him what Advantages he has in his preſent 

/] } State, either for being or doing Good : 

ll and Reaſon is to ſhew, what he certainly 

7 ; or probably will have in the State propoſed. 
d | By comparing theſe he is to judge, which 

* of the two may moſt conduce to his being 
and doing Good: and as far as he knows _ 
= this, ſo far he is certain, what! is £06 Wall of 
Y wal. | 


XXV. Meantime, the Aſſiſtance of his 
Spirit is ſuppoſed, during the whole Proceſs | 
of the Inquiry. Indeed it is not eaſy to fay, 
in how many Ways, that Aſſiſtance is con- 
IF veyed. He may bring many Circumſtances 
| to our Remembrance, may place others in a 
| ſtronger and clearer Light; may inſenſibly 
open our Mind to receive Conviction, and 
fix that Conviction upon our Heart. And 
to a Concurrence of many Circumſtances of 
this Kind, in Favour of what is acceptable 
In his Sight, he may ſuperadd ſuch an un- 
F 7 utterable 
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idiocable Peace of Mind, and fo uncom- 


Ten a Mende of hi Love; a will leave 
us no Poſſibility of doubting, That this even 
8 is his Will conperning us, 


XXVI. This is the FO ſcriptural, _ 


tional Way to know, what is the Will of 
| God in a particular Caſe. But conſidering 
how ſeldom this Way is taken, and what a 
Flood of Enthuſiaſm muſt needs break in, 
on thoſe who endeavour to know the Will 
of God, by unſcriptural, irrational Ways: 
it were to be wiſhed, that the Expreffion 


itſelf, were far more ſparingly uſed. The 
vſing it, as ſome do, on the moſt trivial 


 Decalions, is 4 pl Breach of the thisd = 
ing the Nawe of Gov in xvi, and betrays | 


great Irreverance toward him. Would it 


not be far better then, to uſe other Exe 


preſſions, which are not liable to ſuch Ob- 


jections ? For Example. Inſtead of ſaying 
on any particular Occaſion, I want to 
know what is the ili of God,” Would it 


not 


| FFP 
not be bens to ſay, I want to know, 
what will be moſt for my Improvement: 


| and, what will make me moſt uſeful,” This , 
Way of fpeaking is clear and unexception- 


able. It is putting the Matter on a plain, 
ſcriptural Iſſue, and that without any 
of Enthufiaſm. 


XXVII. A third very common fort of | 


Enthufiafm (if it does not co- incide with the 


former) is that of thoſe who think to attain 
the End without uſing the Means, by the 


immediate Power of Gop. If indeed thoſe 


Means were. providentially withheld, they 
would not fall under this Charge. Gop 
can, and ſometimes does, in Caſes of this 
Nature, exert. his own immediate Power. 
But they who expect this when they have 
thoſe Means, and will not uſe them, are 


= proper Ent hafiaſts. Such are they who ex- 


pect to underſtand the holy Scriptures, with- 


* out reading them and meditating thereon: 


yea, without uſing all ſuch Helps as are in 
their Power, and _ probably conduce to 
that 


1. 0 j 


that End. Such are they who defighedly 


ſpeak in the publick Aſſembly, without 
any Premeditation. I fay deſignedly : be- 


cauſe there may be ſuch eee as 


at ſome Times make it unavoidable, | 
But whoever deſpiſes Sis: great Means 


of ſpeaking profitably, is ſo far an En- 
— . 


XXVIII. It may be expected that 1 


| ſhould mention what ſome have account- 
ed, a fourth ſort of Enthufiaſm, namely, 
The imagining thoſe Things to be o-. 
ing to the Providence of Gop, which are 
not owing thereto. But I doubt, I know 


not what Things they are, which are 


not owing to the Providence of Gop : 
in ordering, or, at leaſt, in governing of 
which, this is not either directly or re- 
motely concerned. I except nothing but 
Sin: and even in the Sins of others, 1 
ſee the Providence of Gop to me. I do 
not ſay, his general Providence; for this 


I take to be a _— Word, which 
means 


tis] 

means juſt nothing. And if there be a par- 
ticulat Providence, it muſt extend to all 
Perſons and all Things. So our Lokd 
underſtood it, or ke could never have 
ſaid, Even the Hair of your Head are 
all numbred. And, Not a Sparrow fal- 
leth to the o, without the Will of 


0 your Father which ts in Heaven. But if 


! it be ſo, if G OD preſides univerſ bs tan- 
quam Ingulis, er | mgults tanquam uni ver- 
fis ; over the whole Univerſe as over e- 
very ſingle Perſon, over every fingle Per- 
as over the whole Univerſe ; What is it 
| (except only our on Sins) which we are 
not to aſcribe to the Providence of Gop ? 
So that I cannot apprehend, there is any 
Room here, for the Charge of Enthu- 
2 e WW eget * . 


XXIX. If it be faid, The Charge lies | 


1 here: 5 & When you impute this to Provi- 
dence, you imagine yourſelf the peculiar f 
5 Favourite of Heaven,” I anſwer, you have 
f forgot ſome of the laſt Words 1 ſpoke, 

. E Præ- 


| 1 
Præjſidet uni verſis tanguam fingulis. His 
Providence is over all Men in the Univerſe, 
as much as over any ſingle Perſon. Do not 
you ſee, that he who believing this, im- 


putes any Thing which befalls him to Provi- 


dence, does not therein make himſelf any 
more the Favourite of „Heaven, than he 
ſuppoſes every Man under Heaven to be? 
Therefore you have no Pretence, upon 
this Ground, to charge him with En- 
thufaſm, Ny . 7 


i 8 XXX. Againſt evety ſort of this, | it be- 
hoves us to guard, with the utmoſt Dili- 


gence: conſidering the dreadful Effects it 


has fo often produced, and which indeed 
naturally reſult from it. Its immediate Off- 
ſpring is Pride; it continually increaſes this 
Source from whence it flows, and hereby it 
alienates us more and more, from the Favour 
and from the Life of Gop. It dries up the 
” very Springs of Faith and Love; of Righte- 
ouſneſs and true Holineſs, Seeing all theſe 
flow from Grace. But Gop refſteth the 
FLO Proud 
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Proud, and giveth. Grace only to the 


N Bunble. jay 


XXXI. Together with Pride there will 
naturally ariſe an unadviſable and uncon- 
vincible Spirit. So that into whatever Error 
or Fault the Enthuſiaſts falls, there is fmall | 


Hope of his Recovery, For Reaſon will 


have little Weight with him (as has been 
juſtly and frequently obſerved) who imagines 
he is led by an higher Guide, by the im- 


mediate Wiſdom of Gop. And as he grows 


in Pride, ſo he muſt grow in Unadviſable- 
1 neſs and in Stubbornneſs alſo, He muſt be 
leſs and leſs capable of being convinced, 
 lefs ſuſceptible of Perſuaſion; more and 
more attached to his own Judgment and his 


| own Will, till heis altogether fxt and in 
moveable, : | 


XXXII. Being thus fortified both againſt 


| the Grace of Gop, and againſt all Advice 


and Help from Man, he is wholly left to the 
Guidance of his own Heart, and of the 


E2 King 


171 


King of the Children of Pride. N 0 Marvel 
then that he is daily more rooted and 
grounded in Contempt of all Mankind, 


in furious Anger, in every unkind Diſpoſi- 
tion, in every earthly and deviliſn Tem- 
per. Neither can we wonder at the terrible 


out ward Effects, which have flowed. from 


ſuch Diſpoſitions in all Ages: \ pen : ” 
Manner of Wickedneſs, all the Works of 


Darkneſs, committed by thoſe who called 


themſelves Chriſtiaps, while they wrought 


with Greedineſs ſuch Things, as were Waal 
dame Syen among the Reale 
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ful. Effects, of that many- headed Monſ- 
tet Eutbufaſm From the Conñderation 
of Which, we may now draw ſome plain 
Inferences, with regard to our own Prac- 
1ice, 


- XXX And, Firſt, If Enthuſiaſm bea 
Toons Kal ſo mdr. uſad, yet ſo 
7 1111 awo eitl 1 arch 


+ 
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. 
nods; -underſtogd, take you Care, not to 


| talk of you know not what, not to uſe the 


| Word, till you underſtand it. As in all 
other Points, ſo likewiſe in this, learn to 


| think before you. ſpeak. Firſt know the 


| Meaning of this hard Word; and chen uſe 


| it, if Need require. e 


XXXIV. But if 10 few, even among 2 
5 Men of Education and Learning, much 
more among the common Sort of Men, 
underſtand this dark, ambiguous Word, 
or have any fixt Notion of what it means: 
Then, Secondly, Beware of [judging or 


| Calling any Man an Enthuſiaſt upon com- 


mon Report. This is by no Means a 
ſufficient Ground, far giving any. Name 


of Reproach to any Man: leaſt of all is 


it a ſufficient. Ground, for ſo: black a 
Term of Reproach as this. The more 
Evil it contains, the more cautious you 
ſhould be, how you apply it to any one: 
to bring ſo heavy an Accuſation without full 

Proof 


1 34 1 


Proof, bein 8 neither confſten with owe 
nor — 8 


XxXXV. But if kablaſeſn be ſo great 


an Evil, beware you ate not intangled 
therewith yourſelf. Watch and pray that 


you fall not into the Temptation. It eaſily 
beſets thoſe who fear or love Gop. 0 
beware you do not think of yourſelf 
more highly than you ovght to think. 
Do not imagine you have attained the 
Grace of Gop, to which you have not 
attained. You may have much Joy : 


yet not have Living Faith. Cry unto 
Gos that he would not ſuffer you, blind 
as you are, to go out of the Way; 
that you may never fancy yourſelf a Be- 
Hiever in CnRIST, till Cuxisr is revealed 
in you, and till his Spirit witneſſes with 
your Spirit, and that "I are a Child of 5 
God. 


Beware 


you may have a Meaſure of Love, and 


1138 1 


XXXVI. Beware you are not a fiery, 


perſecuting Enthujiaſt. 45 Do not imagine 


that Gop has called you, (juſt contrary to 


the Spirit of him you ſtile your Maſter) 
to deſtroy Men's Lives, and not to ſave 
them. Neither dream of forcing Men in- 
to the Ways of Gop. Think yourſelf, 
and let think, Uſe no Conſtraint in 
Matters of. Religion. Even thoſe who 
are fartheſt out of the Way, never compel 
to come in, by any other Means, than 


Reaſon, Truth and Love. 


XVII. Beware you do not run 
with the common Herd of Enthuſiaſts, 
fancying you are a Chriſtian when you 

are not. Preſume not to aſſume that 
venerable Name, unleſs you have a clear, 
ſcriptural Title thereto: unleſs you have 


the Mind which was in Cu xis, and 
walk as he alſo walked. 


Beware 
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XXVII. Beware you 40 not falt in- 
to the ſecond fort of Enthuſiaſm, fan- 
cying you have thoſe Gifts from Gop 
which you have not. Truſt not in Vi- 
ſions or Dreams 3 in ſudden Impreſ- 
preſſions, or ſtrong Impulſes of any : 
Kind. Remember, it is not by theſe 
you are to know, what is the Will of 

| God on any particular Occaſion; but 
by applying the plain Sctipture Rule, 
with the Help of Experience and Rea- 
fon, and the ordinary Aſſiſtance of the 


Spirit of Go p. Do not lightly take 


the Name of Gow in your Mouth: 
Do not talk of the Will of God on e- 
very trifling Occaſſon. But let your | 
Words, as well 4s your Actions, be 


all tempered with Reverence and godly - 
5 Fear. 


XXXIX. Beware, laſtly, of imagining 
you ſhall obtain the End, without uſing 
the Meads conducive to it. Gop can 
| He, give 
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give the End, without any Means at al; 
but you have no Reaſon to think he 
l. Therefore conſtantly and carefully 
uſe all theſe Means, which he has ap- 
pointed to be the ordinary Channels of 
his Grace, Uſe every Means which ei- 
ther Reaſon or Scripture recommends, as 
- conducive (through the free Love of Gon 
in CRRISTH) either to the obtaining, or 
increaſing any of the Gifts of Gop. Thus 
expect a daily Growth in that pure and 
holy Religion, which the World always 
did, and always will call Enthuſiaſm : 
but which to all who are ſaved from 
teal Enthufaſm, from mere nominal Chri- 
ſtianity, is the Wiſdom of Gop and the 
Power of Go p, the glorious Image of 
the Moſt High: Righteouſneſs and Peace: 
a Fountain of living Water, ſpringing up 
Into everlaſting Life ! 


2.44.44 


BO 0 KS ich publiſhed, and 
| fold as aforeſaid. 


Sinne on the Almoſt Chriſtian, 
price 1d. 


A Sermon on Scriptural Chriſtianity. p. 2d. 


A Sermon on Caution againſt falſe Prophets, 
P. 2d. | | 


A Sermon on Catholick Spirit, p. 3d. 


5 A Collection of Sermons, 3 vols. in Sheets, | 


p. 7s 6d. 


An Extract of the Chriſtian's 1 in a 
ſmall pocket Volume, p. bound, 1s. 


Nicodemus, or a Treatiſe o on the F ear of Man 
. 
An Extract of che Pilgrim- 8 Nane p- 4d. 


An Extract of the Life of Mr. Haliburton, 
ff 

An Extract of the Life of M. de Renty, 
The 3 of the Antient Chriſtians, p. 2d. 


An earneſt Appeal to Men of Reaſon and Re- 
| ligion, p. 6d. 2 


A farther Appeal, Part I. p. od. 
A farther Appeal, Part. II. and III. p. 18. 


A plain Account of the People called Metho- 
| diits, p. 3d. 
Predeſtination calmly conſidered, p. 8d. 


A Letter to a Quaker, p. 1d. 


BOOK 8 lately publiſhed, &c. 
Thoughts on Infant Baptiſm, p. 2d: 


A Letter to a Roman Catholick, p. 1d. 


A modeſt Propofal for converting all the Ro- 
man Catholicks in Ireland, p. 1d. 


A Letter to a Clergyman, p. id. 
Primitive Phyſick, p. 1s. 
Innſtructions for Children, p. 3d. 
An Engliſh Dictionary, p. 18. | 

The Chriſtian Library, 40 Volumes, ſtiched 


each 28. 6d. 


1 n ]] 


Hy mns and Spiritual Songs for the Ul: of 


Real Chriſtians of all Denominations, 


pr. Bd. is. 


Collection of Pſalms and Hymns, p. 15. 
Hymns for the Sacrament, pr. bd. 18. 5d. 


V 


. 
* 
| 
* 
\ 
*, 
* 
. 
| 
, 
| 


